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St. Gregory the Great Parish Choir Pilgrimage
Patrick Godon, Director of Music

“Hearty of Italy, including the Amalfi Coast & Rome”
March 9 - 18, 2013
· Day 1, March 9, Saturday: Depart U.S.A.
Today, depart Chicago O’Hare International Airport via US Airways for your overnight flight to Rome, Ital via Philadelphia.  Complimentary meals and beverages will be served aloft.




(D)

· Day 2, March 10, Sunday: Arrive Rome – Sorrento 
Upon arrival at Rome’s Leonardo da Vinci Airport, proceed through Passport Control, claim your luggage and be greeted and assisted by our Peter’s Way Tours tour manager as you exit Customs.  Your luggage will be transferred to our motor coach, and you will be on your way as we drive south on the Autostrada del Sol, “Sun Route,” via the regions of Lazio and Campania for Sorrento.

Independent lunch en-route.

This afternoon check in at hotel in Sorrento. Freshen-up. 

Then, you will be transferred to the Cathedral of St. Filippo and Giacomo in Sorrento for the 6:00pm Scheduled Mass, sung by St. Gregory the Great Parish Choir.
Dinner and overnight at Hotel Moon Valley in Seiano.




 (B,D)

· Day 3, March 11, Monday: Excursion to the Isle of Capri
Breakfast at your hotel.

This morning, from the harbor of Sorrento, we take a scenic fast hydrofoil to the romantic Island of Capri, the highlight of the day.  Visit the magical "Blue Grotto" (weather permitting). We arrive at Marina Piccola and ascend by Funicular to Capri Town.  

Independent lunch and time will be given for shopping, strolling about and enjoying the resort atmosphere of this royal retreat. Balance of the day at leisure.

This evening, take the fast hydrofoil back to Sorrento.

Independent dinner.

Overnight at Hotel Moon Valley in Seiano.


       

          

(B)

· Day 4, March 12, Tuesday: Pompeii & Naples 
Breakfast at your hotel.

This morning, we leave Sorrento to the nearby town of Pompeii. Upon arrival our local guide will be ready to take us to explore the incredibly well-preserved remains of this ancient Roman town, where all life was suddenly stopped by an eruption of Vesuvius in the year 79 A.D.  Pompeii was destroyed, and completely buried, during a long catastrophic eruption of the volcano Mount Vesuvius spanning two days in AD 79.  The volcano collapsed higher roof-lines and buried Pompeii under 60 feet of ash and pumice, and it was lost for nearly 1700 years before its accidental rediscovery in 1748.  Since then, its excavation has provided an extraordinarily detailed insight into the life of a city at the height of the Roman Empire.  Today, it is one of the most popular tourist attractions of Italy.  

Independent lunch.

This afternoon, we continue to visit Naples.  Naples is situated on a beautiful bay on the Mediterranean Coast.  Enjoy your panoramic ride of the city:  Mergellina, Castel dell’Ovo, Plebiscito Square, The Royal Palace, and the Maschio Angioino with its triumphal arch and deep moats. Enjoy and photograph the famous view of the city, the bay and Mt. Vesuvius.  Then, we continue to visit the Cathedral (Duomo di San Gennaro), the blood miracle of St. Januarius. Saint Januarius, the patron of Naples, is famous for the miracle of the annual liquefaction of his blood.  People assemble to witness in amazement this event in the cathedral (Duomo di San Gennaro) of Naples three times a year: On September 19 (St. Januarius Day), December 16, and on the Saturday before the first Sunday of May. Celebrate the 6:30pm Scheduled Mass at the Cathedral of San Gennaro in Naples, sung by St. Gregory the Great Parish Choir.
Dinner and overnight at Hotel Moon Valley in Seiano.
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· Day 5, March 13, Wednesday: Day at Leisure – Evening/Formal Concert in Pompeii
Breakfast at your hotel.

Today the group will enjoy the day at leisure.

Independent lunch. Early dinner at your hotel.

After dinner, you will be transferred to Chiesa del Gesu Nuovo in Naples for a 9:00pm formal concert presented by St. Gregory the Great Parish Choir.
Overnight at Hotel Moon Valley in Seiano.


     



 (B,D)

· Day 6, March 14, Thursday: Excursion to Amalfi Coast
Breakfast at your hotel.

Today the group will be split in to mini-buses to visit the Amalfi Coast. Our full day excursion includes the Amalfi coast and the towns of Ravello, Minori, Maiori, Vietri Sul Mare and Salerno. 

From Sorrento, we take a spectacular drive as we visit the Amalfi town of Positano and Amalfi, where we enjoy a remarkable bird's-eye view of Positano, commanding a beautiful view of the Gulf of Naples.  Continue on to the Amalfi town to visit the Cathedral of St. Andrew the Apostle. 

20-minute informal recital at the Cathedral of St. Andrew at 12:30pm.  

Independent lunch in one of the towns.

After lunch we will visit Villa Rufolo (40-minute visit). While in Salerno, we visit the Cathedral of St. Matthew, and present a 20-minute informal recital at 4:30pm.
Dinner and overnight at Hotel Moon Valley in Seiano.
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· Day 7, March 15, Friday: Sorrento – Montecasino-Mentorella-Rome
Breakfast at your hotel.

Today we leave Sorrento for Rome. En-route we visit Montecasino, the 5th century Abbey and the cradle of the Benedictine Order, where the motherhouse of the Benedictines was founded by St. Benedict in 529 and where the saint worked many miracles. 20-minute informal recital at 10:30am the Abbey of Montecasino presented by St. Gregory the Great Parish Choir.  

Independent lunch.
Carry on to visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Mentorella, located in the Prenestini mountains, is a spot that both Pope John Paul II and Benedict XVI traveled to around the time of being elected Pope.  The shrine dates back to the time of Constantine the Great, and is one of the first Marian shrines in Italy.  St. Benedict of Nursia founded the monastery a little over a century later. Pope John Paul II said, of Mentorella, "This is a place in which man opens to God in a special way. A place where, far from everything, but also at the same time close to nature, one can speak confidentially to God himself." 20-minute informal recital at 5:00pm at Our Lady of Mentorella, presented by St. Gregory the Great Parish Choir.  Continue to Rome for hotel check-in. 

Dinner and overnight at Hotel Kolbe in Rome.






(B,D)
· Day 8, March 16, Saturday: AM/St. Peter’s Basilica – PM/Tour of Christian Rome 
Breakfast at your hotel. This morning we have a special visit to St. Peter’s Basilica, including a visit to the Grottos, (Papal Tombs), Library of the House of Canons and a presentation of the history of Cappella Giulia throughout five centuries. 

Independent lunch.

This afternoon, continue your day with a visit to the Basilica of St. Mary Major, one of the four major Basilicas built by Pope Sixtus III (AD 432-440). Informal singing at the Basilica of St. Mary Major at 2:00pm. View the impressive interior with its remarkable mosaics in the nave depicting scenes from the Old Testament. View relics of Jesus’ manger from Bethlehem and the high altar, which contains the remains of St. Matthew the Evangelist. The mosaics above the entablature are among the most ancient Christian mosaics in Rome.  Continue to visit the Cathedral of St. John Lateran, the first Christian church to be consecrated. Informal singing at the Cathedral of St. John Lateran at 3:00pm. It was founded by the Emperor Constantine in the 4th century and was home to the Popes for many years prior to the present Vatican residence. Then, proceed to visit the magnificent Basilica of St. Paul. 

Celebrate 6:00pm Scheduled Mass at St. Paul’s Basilica, sung by St. Gregory the Great Parish Choir. 
Independent dinner.  

Overnight at Hotel Kolbe in Rome.
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· Day 9, March 17, Sunday: AM/Solemn Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica – PM/Formal Concert in Rome

Leisurely breakfast at your hotel. 
This morning you will be transferred to St. Peter’s Basilica for the 10:30am Chapter Mass, in celebration of the Anniversary of Cappella Giulia, sung by the St. Gregory Church Choir and the Schola of Cappella Giulia.

At noon attend the Papal Blessing in St. Peter’s Square. 

Then, free time for independent lunch with the afternoon at leisure for browsing, shopping or exploring the sights of Rome.  Hearty pilgrims may want to attempt to climb the 330 stairs (or take the elevator) to the top of St. Peter’s for an unparalleled view of Vatican City and Rome. 

Return to hotel to freshen-up.

After early dinner, you will be transferred to the Church of Chiesa Nuova (Oratory of St. Philip Neri) for a rehearsal and 9:00pm formal concert presented by the St. Gregory the Great Parish Choir.

Overnight at Hotel Kolbe in Rome.


              



 (B,D)

· Day 10, March 18, Monday: Return to the USA

After breakfast, you will be transferred to Rome Leonardo da Vinci Airport for your return flight to the USA.  Arrive home on the same day.
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** Unexpected circumstances may require alteration to the details outlined in this itinerary. **

